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grow our economy, create jobs for the
middle class, and reduce carbon pollu-
tion. I am pleased to introduce legisla-
tion today that takes a step toward
meeting that goal.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 364—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE IN-
TERNAL REBUILDING, RESET-
TLEMENT, AND RECONCILIATION
WITHIN SRI LANKA THAT ARE
NECESSARY TO ENSURE A LAST-
ING PEACE

Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
B00ZMAN, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. COLLINS, and
Mr. ENZI) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations :

S. RES. 364

Whereas May 19, 2014, marks the five-year
anniversary of the end of the 26 year civil
war between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) and the Government of Sri
Lanka;

Whereas the people of Sri Lanka suffered
greatly as a result of this conflict, the im-
pact and aftermath of which has been felt by
all, especially by women, children, and fami-
lies;

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka es-
tablished a ‘‘Lessons Learnt and Reconcili-
ation Commission’ (LLRC) to report wheth-
er any person, group, or institution directly
or indirectly bears responsibility for inci-
dents that occurred between February 2002
and May 2009 and to recommend measures to
prevent the recurrence of such incidents in
the future and promote further national
unity and reconciliation among all commu-
nities;

Whereas the LLRC report was presented to
the Sri Lankan Parliament on December 16,
2011, and officially translated into Sinhala
and Tamil on August 16, 2012;

Whereas the LLRC report acknowledges
important events and grievances that have
contributed to decades of political violence
and war in Sri Lanka and makes construc-
tive recommendations on a wide range of
issues, including the need to credibly inves-
tigate widespread allegations of
extrajudicial Kkillings; enforced disappear-
ances; intentional targeting of civilians and
noncombatants; demilitarizing the north and
the country as a whole; reaching a political
settlement with minority communities on
the meaningful decentralization of power;
and promoting and protecting the right to
freedom of expression for all through the en-
actment of a right to information law and
additional rule of law reforms;

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka de-
veloped the National Plan of Action to im-
plement the recommendations of the LLRC
and has made significant progress within
limited time in the implementation of the
National Plan of Action, notably in the areas
of demining, rehabilitation of ex-combat-
ants, resettlement of displaced persons, im-
provements of infrastructure and social serv-
ices in the North and East, as well as inves-
tigations into complaints regarding persons
who have disappeared during the war;

Whereas there have been reports of attacks
on places of worship and restrictions on the
media in several places in Sri Lanka;

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka ex-
pressed its commitment to address the needs
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of all ethnic groups and has recognized the
necessity of a political settlement and rec-
onciliation for a peaceful and just society,
which is a long-term process that will need
to be driven by the people of Sri Lanka
themselves;

Whereas the September 21, 2013, elections
in Sri Lanka for the Northern, Central, and
North Western Provincial Councils were an
important step in fulfilling this commit-
ment;

Whereas these elections were made pos-
sible through a sustained effort by the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka to restore infrastruc-
ture in the North and put in place a system
for the conduct of the elections;

Whereas the elections allowed the people
of the North of Sri Lanka to exercise their
political rights that had been withheld from
them for more than 20 years by the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and re-
sulted in a clear victory for the provincial
wing of the Tamil National Alliance;

Whereas Sri Lanka is enjoying rapid eco-
nomic growth as an important hub for ship-
ping transport, technology, and tourism in
the South Asia region;

Whereas Sri Lanka is of great strategic im-
portance to the United States, due to its lo-
cation, deep-water ports, and proximity to
the world’s busiest shipping lanes, an impor-
tance noticed and pursued by other signifi-
cant powers; and

Whereas Sri Lanka seeks to be a key
United States partner in the fight against
terrorism and Indian Ocean piracy: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls upon the President to develop a
comprehensive and well balanced policy to-
wards Sri Lanka that reflects United States
interests, including respect for human
rights, democracy, and the rule of law, as
well as economic and security interests;

(2) calls on the United States Government
and the international community to assist
the Government of Sri Lanka, with due re-
gard to its sovereignty, stability, and secu-
rity, in establishing domestic mechanisms to
deal with any grievances arising from ac-
tions committed by both sides during and
after the civil war in Sri Lanka;

(3) encourages the Government of Sri
Lanka to put in place a truth and reconcili-
ation commission similar to the one adopted
by South Africa to help heal the wounds of
war, taking into account the unique charac-
teristics of the conflict and its aftermath;
and

(4) urges the Government of Sri Lanka to
improve religious and media freedoms and to
bring to justice those responsible for attacks
on journalists and newspaper offices as well
as places of worship, regardless of religion.

SENATE RESOLUTION 366—DEPLOR-
ING THE VIOLENT REPRESSION
OF PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATORS
IN VENEZUELA, CALLING FOR
FULL ACCOUNTABILITY FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
TAKING PLACE IN VENEZUELA,
AND SUPPORTING THE RIGHT OF
THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE TO
THE FREE AND PEACEFUL EXER-
CISE OF REPRESENTATIVE DE-
MOCRACY

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CRUZ, and Mr.
NELSON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.:

S1237

S. RES. 365

Whereas the Government of Venezuela’s
chronic mismanagement of its economy has
produced inflation that exceeds 50 percent
annually, currency shortages, economic dis-
tortions, and the routine absence of basic
goods and foodstuffs;

Whereas the Government of Venezuela’s
failure to guarantee minimal standards of
public security for its citizens has led the
country to become one of the most violent in
the world, with the per capita homicide rate
in the city of Caracas exceeding 115 per
100,000 people;

Whereas the Government of Venezuela has
taken continued steps to remove checks and
balances on the executive, politicize the ju-
diciary, undermine the independence of the
legislature through use of executive decree
powers, persecute and prosecute its political
opponents, curtail freedom of the press, and
limit the free expression of its citizens;

Whereas, on January 23, 2014, National
Representative Maria Corina Machado and
Mr. Leopoldo Lopez, leader of the political
party ‘‘Popular Will”’, among others, called
on the Venezuelan people to gather in street
assemblies and debate a popular, democratic
and constitutional ‘“‘way out’ of Venezuela’s
crisis of governability;

Whereas, since February 4, 2014, the people
of Venezuela—responding to ongoing eco-
nomic hardship, high levels of crime and vio-
lence, and the lack of basic political rights
and individual freedoms—have turned out in
demonstrations in Caracas and throughout
the country to protest the Government of
Venezuela’s inability to ensure the political
and economic well-being of its citizens;

Whereas the government of Nicolas
Maduro responded to the mass demonstra-
tions by ordering the arrest without evi-
dence of senior opposition leaders, including
Mr. Leopoldo Lopez, Carlos Vecchio, and An-
tonio Rivero, and by violently repressing
peaceful demonstrators with the help of the
Venezuelan National Guard and groups of
armed, government-affiliated civilians,
known as ‘‘collectives’’;

Whereas, on February 18, 2014, opposition
leader Leopoldo Lopez turned himself in to
authorities in Venezuela, was arrested, and
charged unjustly with criminal incitement,
conspiracy, arson, and intent to damage
property;

Whereas the Maduro government has
sought to censor information about the dem-
onstrations and the government’s violent
crackdown by blocking online images and
threatening the few remaining uncensored
domestic media outlets;

Whereas President Maduro threatened to
expel the United States news network CNN
from Venezuela and has taken off the air the
Colombian news channel NTN 24, which
transmits in Venezuela, after news outlets
reported on the nation-wide protests;

Whereas the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights released a statement on
February 14, 2014, which ‘‘expresses its con-
cern over the serious incidents of violence
that have taken place in the context of pro-
test demonstrations in Venezuela, as well as
other complaints concerning acts of censor-
ship against media outlets, attacks on orga-
nizations that defend human rights, and acts
of alleged political persecution’’; and

Whereas, as of February 27, 2014, there have
been 13 people killed, over 100 injured, and
dozens have been unjustly detained due to
pro-democracy demonstrations throughout
Venezuela: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms United States support for the
people of Venezuela in their pursuit of the
free exercise of representative democracy as
guaranteed by the Venezuelan constitution
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